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studies within the group. Much of the original
funding for research on canids came from those
most interested in controlling prevalent species
such as coyotes. Part III, written by the editors,
nicely summarizes conservation concerns as rep-
resented in the Canid Specialist Group’s meeting
reports.

Anyone interested in wild canids should have
this volume in their library; it will appeal to indi-
viduals studying carnivores, predators, and conser-
vation biology. However, it would make for a diffi-
cult textbook for classes. If only as much care had
been given to the index as was obviously given to
the selection of the reviews and case studies; cor-
rections to the index references would greatly en-
hance the usefulness of any reprints. My impres-
sion is that genetic “lumping” (such as represented
under gray wolves on page 15 or in Table 23.1)
leads to the unfortunate situation of largely over-
looking very vulnerable subspecies of gray wolf
worldwide, such as the Mexican gray wolf (Canis
lupus baileyi), the most endangered wolf in the
world. The oversight is then compounded with the
number of index errors made for this subspecies
alone. But, these criticisms aside, this volume of
consolidated knowledge will be referenced for de-
cades to come and, for any scholar or canid lover,
is money well spent.

Susan Lyndaker Lindsey, Wild Canid Survival
& Research Center, Eureka, Missouri

Decade of the Wolf: Returning the Wild to
Yellowstone.

By Douglas W Smith and Gary Ferguson. The Lyons
Press. Guilford (Connecticut): Globe Pequot Press.
$23.95. xi � 212 p � 32 pl; ill.; index. ISBN: 1–
59228–700–X. 2005.

Smith, the project leader of gray wolf reintroduc-
tion to Yellowstone National Park, and Ferguson,
an experienced nature writer, collaborate to offer
an engaging, accessible account of the first ten
years of this historic restoration effort. The book
addresses a host of topics for a nonspecialist audi-
ence, from gray wolf pack structures and predator-
prey interactions to the logistics and economic im-
pact of large predator reintroduction, as well as the
difficulties involved in applying scientific methods
to the study of a large predator in a national park.
Although much of the background that the volume
provides might be familiar to biologists, the details
of the reintroduction and the stories of the wolves
and their resettlement into Yellowstone probably
will not be. Interspersed among the general back-
ground that provides the book’s core are chapters
that offer portraits of individual wolves. These give
readers a sense of both individual animals and

some of the 16 packs in existence at the time of
the volume’s completion. The sections also help to
make clear the severity of wolf life and death, which
involves, among other things, interpack aggres-
sion, injuries sustained while hunting, loss of kills
to grizzly bears, and poaching by humans.

At such an early date in the reintroduction,
many questions about the wolves and their effects
on the Yellowstone ecosystem remain open. Smith
and Ferguson outline the current best guesses at
answers, while revealing some surprises from the
first decade of wolf reintroduction that show why
the actual answers might also be unexpected. De-
cade of the Wolf is a work of natural history and pop-
ular science reporting, which is very deserving of
attention. That said, readers looking to it for the
meditative literary qualities of nonfiction by such
authors as Barry Lopez or Rick Bass might be dis-
appointed. Nonetheless, in addition to being a
well-written book of likely interest to a wide range
of biologists, it would be a welcome supplement to
a variety of undergraduate courses—from intro-
ductory classes in environmental studies or envi-
ronmental science to mammalogy and conserva-
tion biology.

Jeffrey Yule, Ecology & Evolution, Stony Brook
University, Stony Brook, New York

Wolf: Legend, Enemy, Icon.
By Rebecca L Grambo; photographs by Daniel J Cox.
Buffalo (New York): Firefly Books. $34.95. 176 p; ill.;
index. ISBN: 1–55407–044–9. 2005.

To Save the Wild Bison: Life on the Edge in
Yellowstone.

By Mary Ann Franke. Norman (Oklahoma): Univer-
sity of Oklahoma Press. $29.95. xx � 328 p; ill.;
index. ISBN: 0–8061–3683–9. 2005.

The history of bison, Yellowstone National Park,
and the development of wildlife management are
an intertwined tale. Franke, a veteran of nine sum-
mers in Yellowstone, has pulled together an amaz-
ing story of how the North American bison were
brought back from the edge of extinction by a col-
lection of people as diverse as half-blood Flathead
Indians Michel Pablo and Charles Allard, zoologist
William Hornaday, and Fort Yellowstone com-
mander Captain George Anderson. As Franke
notes, this is the first monograph on Yellowstone
bison since the publication of Mary Meagher’s dis-
sertation research in 1973.

Although the book focuses on Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, the author casts a wider net to include
information on public and private herds through-
out North America and how bison are being in-
corporated into a variety of agendas on these
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lands—from tourist attraction to the revival of cul-
tural traditions to the restoration of grassland eco-
systems, and the possible consequences. Bison pop-
ulations seem to be stable and climbing, but the
future of the wild bison is still uncertain. Concerns
over domestication, genetic diversity and the pres-
ence of cattle hybrids in public herds, the unre-
solved issue of bison and elk infection with the bac-
teria Brucella abortus, and the increased pressure to
maintain herds at artificial levels are among the
most critical. And, although Yellowstone biologist
Glenn Plumb expresses the concern of many that
the future of the bison may not be in doubt, he
wonders at what cost: “I’m not worried about the
future of the Yellowstone bison, but about the fu-
ture of the park I’m leaving to my children, and
about what the controversy does to the social fab-
ric” (p 274). Yellowstone National Park and the
North American bison are important symbols to
many in this country, but both are under assault
from a wide variety of political and economic fac-
tions. Many thanks are owed to Mary Ann Franke
for finally bringing this long and complicated story
to light.

Kenneth P Cannon, Midwest Archeological Center,
National Park Service, Lincoln, Nebraska

Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic
and Geographic Reference. Volumes 1 and 2.
Third Edition.

Edited by Don E Wilson and DeeAnn M Reeder. Bal-
timore (Maryland): Johns Hopkins University Press.
$125.00 (two-volume set). (1) xxxvii � 743 p; no
index. (2) xix � pp 745–2142; indexes of sci-
entific and common names. ISBN: 0–8018–
8221–4 (set). 2005.

The first edition of this set was reviewed in The
Quarterly Review of Biology [70(1)1995:89] by
Charles H Janson.

Teeth. Second Edition. Cambridge Manuals in Archae-
ology.

By Simon Hillson. Cambridge and New York: Cam-
bridge University Press. $120.00 (hardcover);
$49.99 (paper). xiv � 373 p; ill.; index. ISBN: 0–
521–83701–4 (hc); 0–521–54549–8 (pb). 2005.

This edition updates the seminal work Teeth by
Simon Hillson of the Institute of Archaeology at
University College London. A generation of arche-
ology, paleontology, and zoology students have cut
their teeth (so to speak) on the influential first edi-
tion of this manual, published some two decades
ago. Teeth covered basic tooth development, struc-
ture, and function, and presented a family-by-
family description of mammals, including some
150 genera from mostly the Northern Hemisphere

of the Old World. That manual was a “one-stop-
shop” on mammalian tooth research that also de-
scribed approaches to the measurement of dental
variation, determination of age at death, and iden-
tification of dental diseases.

The second edition, referred to as Teeth II by the
author, will bring readers up to date on the ad-
vances in mammalian dental research. This new
edition is more than just an update of new tech-
nologies and references, however. Teeth II describes
more than twice the number of mammalian genera
covered in the first edition, including additional
taxa from North America and Asia. The resultant
work is a timely, well-written manual. Anyone who
found the unique, clear drawings of dental speci-
mens in the first edition to be valuable will not be
disappointed with Teeth II. Hillson has redrawn
many of the figures to look even more realistic than
they did before, and has added many new taxa to
the collection.

Teeth II is a welcome addition to the literature on
mammalian dental form. It is written in a manner
that will be accessible to students with a limited
background, yet still provides important reference
materials for established researchers. I bought two
copies of the first edition (one for my office and
one for my laboratory), and the current volume is
even better. Would I buy this book? Absolutely!

Peter S Ungar, Anthropology, University of Arkan-
sas, Fayetteville, Arkansas
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Cephalopods: Ecology and Fisheries.
By Peter Boyle and Paul Rodhouse. Ames (Iowa):
Blackwell Publishing Professional. $189.99. xii �
452 p � 12 pl; ill.; index. ISBN: 0–632–06048–
4. 2005.

Cephalopods are an exciting animal group that
continues to fascinate both scientists and the gen-
eral public. In addition, octopuses, cuttlefishes,
and squids play a major role in the ocean food web,
not only as predators on a variety of animal species,
but also as prey. As human food, primarily in
Southeast Asian and Mediterranean countries,
cephalopods provide a significant amount of valu-
able proteins. Today, the annual global catch of
cephalopods (mostly squids) exceeds three million
tons.

In recent years, a number of excellent mono-
graphs have been published on all aspects of ceph-
alopod biology, except one: ecology and fisheries.


